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(Synopsis of Preceding Chaptcrg.)
Sanford Quest, maler criminologist of

the world, finds thtt In bringing to Jus-
tice Macdougal, tho murdere-- of
Ashlelgh's daughter, he haH but Juil en-

tered a struggle with a
mysterious master criminal. In a hidden
hut in Prof Ashlelgh'g garden he has
seen an anthropoid ape skeleton and a
living Inhuman creature, haJf monkev,
half man, destroyed by fire. In his rooms

t Intervals hae appeared from no-

where two black boxes with sarcastic and
threatening notes signed with a pair of
armless, threatening hands, representing
those which hae already floured In a
diamond robbery. With his secretHrv,
Laura, and his assistant, Ienoro, he fol-

lows the trail of Macdougal, who escaped
on his wav to prison, and finds

dead body In a cave on a lon-l- v

hillside After a thrilling escape from
two thugs who try to kill him he return
to his rooms to find his valet, Ho"3
Brown, and a Miss Outgg murdered, anl
Police Inspector Trench lnvegcifcatlng.
French, puzzled, half suspects. Quest of
the crime

FIFTH INSTALLMENT.
ON TJIE RACK.

CHAPTER XII.
the moment a new clement

FOR. been Introduced Jnto the
of tho little tableau. All

eyes were fixed upon Quest, who
had listened to the Inspector's dubious
words with a supercilious smile upon
his lips.

"Perhaps," he suggested, "you would
llko to ask me a few questions?"

"Perhaps I may feci it my duly to
do so," the inspector replied gravely.
"In tho first place, then, Mr. Quest,
will you kindly explain the condition
of your clothes?"

Quest looked down at himself quickly.
Moio than over he leulizcd the signlli-cunc- e

of his disheveled appearuticc.
"I traveled fium number ten tower.

Just outs'de New Yolk, on lop of i
liclght car," he said ,grlmly. "It
wasn't a vciy comfortable ride."

"Perhaps you will explain what made
you taKe it, then?" tne lnsiiecior con-
tinued

Quest shrugged his shoulders.
o you aic, then," lie. replied.

"This morning I decided to make miattenipt to ciear up tlie inyslety if
Macdougal s d sappeaiaucc. l seiii tin
ni secielnry, Miss Lain a, to niak"tliendj with tlie section bofs, and
Lenoia and 1 vvmt out ty automobile
a little later. We instituted a seurvn
on a new principle, and before veiy
loilg we lound Mjouougal's body Thai'sone up aga.nt oti, 1 think "

eiy lihel.v tnu lnspeciot ouooived."tjo on, please "
"1 latt tlie two jiiuiiB ladles, at Miss

Lenora s wish, to oupaimenu the
of the boii. I injselt hud .inengagement to deliver over her Jewels

Id Mi. Wheinholili li..t.. t i,ii,i,i r

returned to where mj automobile was I

iMiuiir.;. bianco ioi tne city and wm
attacked b two thugs near the soct'on
house I git awnj iioin them, iitn In
the tjwei hoiit to lij to stop thefreight, was, toltowed b.v the thugs, andpimped out on the last i ar Hum thesignal arm "

1'heie was a dead silence Quest be-t-a- n

q ietl to dust his clothes. TheInspectot stopped him.
"Don t do that," he said
Quest paused In his tusk and laid

down the brush.
' nj muie questions?"
"Where is jour automobile?"
"No Idea," Quest lepl.ed. "I left It

in the load When I jumped from thefreight tar I took a tayicab to the pro-
fessor s and called for him, as ar-ranged "

That is perfectly true," the protes-
tor tnttrvened 'Mr Quest called foi
us, an ai united previously, at ten min-utes to twelve.

The inspector nodded.
"1 shall have to aak you to excuseme fur a moment," he said, "while I

ring up ntimbei ten signal tower. "IfMr. Quest's storv teceives coriobcirat'onthe matter is at an end. Where snailI find a teU phono"" "
"In evetj room In the house," Quest

answered shortly "There is one outsideIn the passage."
The inspectoi left the iodiii a'most im-

mediately. The piofessor ciosscd toQuest's side. A kindly smile patted hisltp
' My dear .Mr Quest." he exclaimed,

our friend the inspector' head hasbeen tinned a little, be) mid a doubt, bj
these hotrible Happenings' Permit me
to assuie vmi, fm one, that I look upon
his insinuations as absurd"

"The man lias gone off his head !"
Laura declared angiilj.

It wil' be all light directly he comes
back, Lenoi.i whispered, Injlng, herhand upon Quests aim'If onlj some one would give me my
Jewels and let me go'" Mis. Itheinhuldt
moaned

The door opened and the inspector
He was louking giaver than

ev er
'Quest.' be announced, 'jour nllhl Is

useless -- In fact, a little wore than use-
less The opeiator at number ten lias
been found muideicd at the back ot
the tower'"

Quest suited
I ought not to hae left him to thosethugs," he nun mured rcgretfullv.
Thcie Is no automobile ouis in

the vicinity," the inspector tnjitlliuod,
"noi am news of it 1 think it will be
as well now. Quest, fm this matter to
taue its oiivious coui . Will jou, fit nt
"f all. hand over her Jewels to Mrs
Rheinholdf"

Quest dievv the kevs of the safe fiom
bis pocket, crossed the lonm ard swung
open tlie safe dour For a uimuniit Bftcc-wai- d

he stood tinnsfixed His ,irm, half
outstretched, remained motionless. 'Pien
he turned slowlj around

The Jewels have been stolen," he an-
nounced with unnatural calm

Mis. Khelnholdt pushed her way for-w.u- d,

wringing her hinids
Stolen again?" she cried "Mr Quest'

Inspector '"
"I hey were there," Quest iledaied

"when I left the house this morning It
seems pioliab'e." he added, 'that the
same person who is icsponsihle fur this
d'lublo ttaged) has .also laKin the
Jewels "

,,

The Inspector laid his hand heavily
upon Qucbt's shou'der

It does beeih as though that might
be so," he assented giliulj. "Y-j- will
kindly consider vouihflf under r, rrest.
Quest Ladies and gent'emen, vv.ll vou
lear the room now. If please? The

ambulance I telephoned for Is outside."
The proessor, who had been looking

as though dazed, suddenly intervened
"Mr French." he said earnestl.v, "I am

conv need that jou nio making n gieat
mistake In arresting and taking away
Mr Quest jou are removing fiom Us the
one man who is likely to be able to clear
up this, mysterj "

The I'nspeclor pushed him gently to
one slri

ou will excuse me, professor," h
sii d 'but this is no matlei for argu-
ment If Mr Quest cm clear himself,
no i' win ! mcr glad than I"

if fc ' iifci.eil , shoci ders
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'"The - Inspector will have his t little
Joke," he observed dryly. "It's all right.
girls. Keep cool," ho went on, as he
saw the ears In Lenora's eyes. "Como
round, and see me In the Tombs, one,
of you."

"If I can be of any assistance," the
professor exclaimed, "I trust that you
will not fall to call upon me. Mr.
Quest. I repeat, inspector," he added
"I am convinced that you are making
a very grave mistake. Mrs. Khelnholdt,
you must let me take you home."

She gave him her arm.
"My Jewels!" she Bobbed. "Just as

they had been recovered, too!"
"My dear lady," the professor re-

minded her. with a faint air of re-
proach In his tone, "I think we must
Pt'member that we are in the pretence
of a graver tragedy than the loss of a
few Jewels."

Tho ambulanco men catnc and de-
parted with their grim burden, the
room on the ground floor was locked
and sealed, and tlie house was noon
empty except for the two girls. To-

ward 3 o'clock Lenora went out and
teturncd With a newspaper. She opened
It out upon the table and they both
pored over It.

WELL-KNOW- CRIMINOLOGIST
ARRESTED FOR DOUBLE

TRAGEDY
Sanford Quest, the famous New York

criminologist, was arrested nt noon to-d- a,

charged with the murder of his
valet. Ross Brown, and Mifs Quigg,
Salvation Ami canvasser. The crime
seems to be mixed up In some m uteri-Oti- s

fashion with others. John D. Mar-
tin, of Rignal tower No. 10, offered by
Quest as an alibi, was found dead be-
hind his tower. Quest claimed that he
tiaveled from the signal tower to New
1'ork on a freight train, leaving his
autrnobile behind, but neither machine
nor chauffeur have been discovetcd

Justice Thorpe has refused to con
sider bail.

"He's a guy, that Juitlce Thorpe, and
so's th Idiot who wrote this stuff!"Laura exclaimed, thrusting th paper
away from her. "1 guess tile professor
wa dead right when he told Frenchlie was locking up the one man who
could clear up the whole show "

Lenora noded thoughtfully.
'"The professor spoke up like a man "

she agreed, "hut IiUra, I want to askou something. Did .vou notice hisservant that man t.'raig?"
"Can't say I did particularly," Lauiaadmitted.
"Twice," Lenora continued, ' I thought

he was going to faint. I te'I vou hewas scared the whole of the time.""What are ou getting at, kid""L.auia demanded.
"At Craig, if I can." Lenora replied,moving tow aid the telephone. "Pleasegive me the phototelesme. I am goingto talk to the professor "
Lain a adjusted the minor to tho

and Lenora tang up Theptofissor himself answered the callnave .vou seen the .". o'clock editionProfessor?" l.cnnrn ankl'' .never road newspapers, jming"" iinnes.ior replied.
me tell vou uhji Hm,. ,,.

about Mr. Quest' '

Lenora commenced a i ambling ac-
count of whut she had read In thenewspaper. All the tune the eyes otthe two girls weie fixed upon the mir-ror Thv could see the niofessor seat-ed In his chair with two huge volumesby his side, a pile of manusi rlpt. andpen in his hand They could evnn
catch the look nf sympathy nn his faceas he listened atteitlvely Suddenly Le-
nora almost hroke off She gripped
Laura by the arm. The door of ttistudy had been opened slowlv, andCialg. carrying a bundle, paused for a
moment on the threshold He glanced
nervously toward the professor, who
seemed unaware of his entrance Thenhe moved stealthily toward the fire-plac-

stooped down nnd committedsomething to the flames. The relief on
his face, as he stood up, was obvious

"All 1 can do for Mr. Quest, voung
lady, I will," the professor promised.
"If you will forgive my saying so, you
are a little overexcited ust now. Takemv advice and rest for n short time.
Call round and see me whenever you
wish."

He laid the receiver down nnd the re- - i

necuon on tne mirror faded away Le-no- ia

started up and hastily put on
her coat and hat. which werestlll lying
on the ihnir.

"I am going right down to the profes-
sor's. she announced

"What do vou think you can do
theie'.'" Laura asked.

"I am going to see If I can find out
what that man burned," she replied. l
will be back In an hour. '

Lauia walked with her its far ah thestreet cat. and very soon afterwardl.enoia found herself knocking at theprofessor's front door Craig ndml ted
hoi almost at once For a moment he
seemed to shiver as he rtcognlzed her.
The weakness, however, was only

He showed her Into the study
with clave deference. The professor
was still Immersed In his work. Hegleelod her kindly, and with a llttln sigh
laid (low ii his pen.

"Well young lady," he said, "haveyou thought of something 1 can do?"
She look no notice of the chair to

wlili h he pointed, anc rested her hand
unon his shoulder

"Piofessor." she begged, ''go and gee
Mr Quest! He la in the Tombs prison,
ft would be the kindest thing anv one
could possibly do "

The professor glanced regretfully at
ins manuscript, hut he did not hesitate.
He rose promptlv to his feet.

"If vou think he would appreciate It,
I will go at once," he decided.

Her face shone with gratitude.
"That Is teallv kind of you, profes-s- oi

." she declared.
"I will send foi mv (oal and we willgo together. If jou like," he suggested.
She smiled
"I am goinc tho other way. back toOeorgia square, she explained "No.please,

" don't ring I can find my way-ou- t

She hurried from the room. Outside
In the hall she paused, for a moment,
listening with beating heait By theside wall was a hat rack with branch-ing pegs, frn-- n which several coats werehanging. She slipped quietly behind
their shelter Presently the 'professor
came out of the loom

"My coat, please, Craig," she heard
him say

Her heart sank Craig was coming In
her direction. Her discovery seemedcertain. Then, as his hand was halfstretched out to remove one of the gar-
ments, she heard the professor's voice.

"I think I shall walk. Crnlg, I havo
been so much unset today that the exer-
cise will do me good I will have thelight coat from mj bed room'''

For a mqment the shock of relief was
so gieat that she almost lost conscious-
ness A moment or two later she heard
the professor leave the house Very
autlously she stole out from her hiding

place The hall whs She crossedIt with n ilseless footsteps slipped into
the studv and moved stealthily to thellreplace

There was a Mltle heap nf ashes n
one distlnrt spot sjhe gathered them up
III her handkerchief and secreted 11 In

her dross. Then she moved hurriedly
toward the door and stepped quietly be-
hind the curtain She stood there listen-
ing Intently. Cialg waB doing something
In the hall. Even while she was hesi-
tating tho door was opened. He enmo
In and moved toward his master's table.
Through a chink In the tain she
could See that he was stooping down,
collecting some letters. She stole hut,
ran down the hall, opened the front
door, and hastened down the avenue.
Her heart was beating quickly The
front door handle had slipped from hrr
fingers, and it seemed to her tjiat she.
could hear even now the slam with
which It had swung to At the gates
she looked back There weie no signs
of life. The house still, boro lis cus-
tomary gloomy anil de-
serted, WJth n nigh of relief., she hailed
it tnxleab and sank bark Into the corner

She found Laura watting for her, and
a few minutes afterward the two girls
were examining the ashes with the nld
of Quest's microscope Among the Utile
pile was one fragment nt the sight nf
which they both exclaimed It win dis-
tinctly a shred of charted muslin e

Lenota pointed toward It

"Isn't thnt t trifn.."" ar rtrniM mlnit.

"Whv HFnearer Once . ... gfr,
blue steel be-

tween
VClOUS rapidity. U

I them j'"None gnmes," she
him am In earnest, and am '''' lHaft aid to '

he prom- - BTi

ring up Inspector French'"
Laura shook hr hend doubtfully
"Not so fast," she advised. "French

Is a good sort In wav, but he's
prejudiced Just now against the boss
I'm not sure thnt this' evidence would
go far bv Itself."

"It's evidence enough for us to go to
rraljr. though' What we have got to do
is to get u confession out of him, some-
how !"

moment, curiously
"Taking some Interest In 'Mr Quest,

kid, ain't
Lenora looked up Then her he-i-

suddenly- - sank Into her bands She
knew quite well that her secret had es- -
eanei) her I .aura ostteil shoulder

"That's nil r';:ht. hlbl." she said

Jm&Hzmmm tm y j

soothingly. see him through

:- -watr mjSwwr'tiAMJMam u&i iBbsift

or huve done nothing wrong,- more
1!" ' than

not looKing Ioi trouble of that sort. '

Lenora lulsed t hi ad Theie was an
Immense rlkf to hei lace.

"I am so glad" she said. ' I was
afiald sometimes living heie with him.
you know

Laura. niptcd her with an eu.y
laugh

"ini don't need to she
her.

Lenota lose to her feet. She
quite herself again There was .1 how-loo-

of determination n her face
Lama." she exclaimed, "we will

save Mr Quest And we will get hold of
Cialg' I have a plan. Listen"'

CHAPTER XIII.
surprise was enough
opened (he back dooi c.f

s house on the fol
morning lou.td Le

nora standing the threshold.
"I am veij sorry. Miss he

"The fiont doorbell must
out of order certainly didn't hem it
ring Mi. A.shleigh is in his study, if
you wish see nun "

I.enoia smiled pleasantly
"To tell you the truth." she said. "1

really do not want see him-- nt ast,
not just yet I came to tins be-

cause I wanted a little with vou "
Craig's attitude was perfect. lie was

my stilled but he remained respectful
"Will you come inside?" he invited.
She shook her bead.

am afraid." cqnflded, "of what
am going to say being overheat d

Come with me down to the garage for a
moment "

She pointed to the wooden building
w hit h stood about fifty yards away
from the house cialg hesitated:

"If you wish it, miss," he assented
doubtftiYlv will get the'kevs"

He disappeared for a moment anil
out again almost

afterward with n bunch of keys in his
hand He seemed a little distuthd.

"I am as wish. Miss le-
nora" he said, "but thete Is nobody
rvhout here likely- - to ovcrhe-u- . nnd I
have no secrets ft nm mv master "

"Pel bans not." Lnora replied, "hut I
hnve Th" mofessor Is a tlenr." she
added iiastilv "but he is too wrapped
up In his scientific woik be to
see thlnrs 'ike men of ordinary ominon

'
That is nfilte trui" Craig

has one Idei in i Is
life Tills wav then If vou please,
miss '

He opened fh dou- - of the garage
leavlns the key in the lock, they

both passed Inside. The place was
gloomy and lit ony by avslngle narrow
window near the robf only vchlclo
It contained was the professor's llulo
car.

"You can say what you please here
without the slightest fear of being over-
heard, miss," Cralg remarked.

Lenora nodded, and breathed a
to herself. She was nearer the

door than Cralg by about half a dozenpaces. Her hand groped In the little
bag- - she was carrying and gripped
something hnrd. She clenched her
teeth for a moment. Then the auto-
matic pistol flashed out through tho
gloom.

"Craig" she threatened, "if you
move I shnll shoot you."

It seemed as though the man were a
coward. He began to tiemble, his lips
twitched, his eyes grew larger nnd
rounder

"What Is if" he " What
do you want""

this," Lenota said (Irmly. "I
suspect you to be guilty of the crime
for which Sanford Quest la. In prison,

'K'A'''J:He the few
Inches of

Bi.v?'
IHffrV"

"I not mk$?
kJL'-'- . 'ffTTJrmy'

"It'rt

his

you'"'

hei

"We'll

"SkH
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lit

Intel

real

on

apologized.

to

to
dom

talk

"I she

"I

came immediately

you

to able

nulv

and

The

prayer

I am going to nave you questioned.
If you are Innocent you have nothing
to fear If are guilty there will
be some one here before long who
w'll extract Mie truth from you "

The man's face wais nn epitome of
terror. .Even his knees Le-
nora felt herself grow calmer with
every moment.

"I am going outside to send a mes-
sage," she told him. "I shall return
presently."

"Don't go," be begged suddenly.
"Don't leave me'"

She tinned around.

ised, "but listen' I nm innocent I

"It is for other people to decide
about your Intioi ence. ' Lenora said
calmly "I have nothing to l0 with
that. If y 011 ate wise you will stop
here quietly "

"Haw jou said any tiling to Mr.
Ashlelgh, the man naked pile- -
ously.

"Not a word." .

,n expression of relief shone for a
moment upon his face. Lenora point
eil to a stool.

"Sit down there nnd wait quietly,"
she onlered. .

He obeyed without a word. She left
the place, locked the door seeurelv
and made her way round to the other
side of the garage the side hidden
fiont the house. Here, at the far cor-
ner, she drew a little pocket, wireless
fiom her bag and set It on tho w In-
flow sill. Very slowly she scut her
message.

I have Craig here in the ptofes-sor'- s
garage, locked up. If our

plan has succeeded, come at once.
1 am waiting you.
There was no reply. She sent the

message again and again. Suddenly,
during a pause, there was a little
Hash upon the plate. A message wus
coming to her. She transcribed it
with .beating heart.

O. K. Coming.

The guard swung open the wicket in
fiont of Quest's cell

"Young woman to see you. Quest,"
he innouncctl ' Ten minutes, and no
ioiki t liking, please

this, other." if jou
will do ha.m

"Not she piompily replied I'm jou can of.

worry,"

lowing

bo

admitted
Mr

faltered.

Lauia who stood there She wasted
very little time In prelimiuai Ics Hav-
ing satisfied herself that tho guard was
nut of hearing, she leaned as close as
she could to Quest

"Look hoie, ' she said "Icnora's
ctazv the Idea that Craig has donu
these jobs Craig, the professor's ser-
vo nt, you know. the photo-telcsm- 'j

jesteiday afternoon antl saw
him something In the professor's
study Lenora up .straight
and got hold of the ashes

Sum t girl." Quest mm mured, nod-
ding apptov ingly. "Well'"

"Time ate distinct fragments,'
Iaurs continued, embroidered stuff
such Salvation rmy girl might
have bei wearing. We put them on
one side, but they nin't enough evi-
dence l.enma's Idea you should

hold of Craig and hypnotize him
into a t 'infesslon "

' Th-it'- s all light,'' leplled. "but
hi w am to get hold of him-'-

l.ainn glameil out" nin-- e taielessely
around wlipr1 Ihe guard stood

lenma's gone up to jhe profefcsur's
again tins afternoon She Is going to
tiy to ret hold of Cralg and lock him
in the arac,c. If she succeed, she will

pond b message by wireless at 3 o'clock.
It Is half-pa-st two now."

"Well?" Quest exclaimed. "Well?"
"You ('mi wotk this guard. If you

want to," liura on. ''I havo
seen you tackle worse cases. He seems
drnd, easy. Then let me In tho cell,
lake my clothes and leave tne here
You did It before, when you were try-
ing to, hunt down those men In Chica-
go, nnd there was not a bouI recog-
nized "yru

Quest followed the scheme In his mind
quickly.

"It Is all right," he decided, "but I
am not at all sure that they can really
hold me on the evidence, they havo
got. If they can't, I shall ho doing
myself more harm than good In thla"vvny
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It's no use unless you can get hold
of Ci.ng qulc'tlj." Ijiura said. "He
Is getting the scales, as it Is."

"I II do It." Quest decided. "Call the
guard. Ijiuta."

Mie. obeyed. The man good- -
natvuredly toward them

voung people, not quarreling,
' I hope"' he remarked

Quest lookeo at him steadfastly
, through the

'I want vou to come Inside for a
muiiiont, ' h- - said

!'UhRt foi'" man demonded
you to come inside for a

moment. Quest renpnturi cnftK -- fnlock the door, please, take the key
off bunch, and come Inside"The nian hesitated, the timehis lingers weie fumbling w.th the
he.s quests" lips continued to move
The warder opened tlie door nnd
teied A few minutes latpr
pas-e- d the kev through the window to

who was standing on guaitl
"Come in," he whispered. ' Don't stepover lie is sitting with his backto the wall. Just outside."Ituia obeyed, and entered the cell

For a moment were breath'ess
alarm. A warder looked

down their avenue Eventually, how-
ever, he tinned in the othet direction.

with vour coat and sk rt l'kelightning, Lnuia." Quest ordered. "Thishas got to he done quickly-- or not atnil "
Without a word, and with marvelouslapidltv, the change was Lauraproduced from her handbag a wig

which she pinned inside, her hat andpassed oVer to Quest Then 4" e flung
herse'f on the bed and diew the

uo to her ch n
"How long will he stay like that""sue wnispered, pointing to the warder

arms folded nnd hH eves rlosnd
"Half hour or so," Quest an-

swered "Don't bother about him I

shall drop the back through the
window "

or two later Quest walked
deliberately down the corr dor of theprison, crossed the pavement, and
stepped Into a taxlcab He reached(orgla square at live minutes to three
A glance up and down assmed hliu
thtt the house was unwatched. He lei
himself In with his own key and

softly as he caught sight of his
reflect on In the mirror The house
was strangely quiet and deserted, but
he wasted nn time in looking mound
He ran qiiUklv upstairs, pamed In his
s'tling room anlv to take h clgat from
the cab'net, passed, on to the bedroom,
thiee Lama's i lothes off. and. after a
few moments' hesltntlon selected finti
'.be wardrobe a lough tweed suit
t ft ek lining and lnnels Just n he
was tvins bU tie Mtl'e wireless
.vhlih he hid laid on the table at his
s de began to record a message ll
-- Isncrd at tie .lock was exactly
th'ee

"I have ' rale here in the professor'"
locked up If plan has

Quest moved to the bars It vva.sUwl, was sitting the floor with his

vvllh

used

burn
weift away

"of
us Hie

Is thatget

Quest

to

went

came
Well

the

but

en
Oumi

him.

thev

nn

the

It

our

on

Bticcecdtd, come at once. I am wait-
ing here for you."

Quest's eyes shone for a moment with
satisfaction. Then he sent off h!s an-
swering message, put on a duster nnd
slouch hat, and left tho house by the
side entrance. In a few moments he
was In Broadway, and a quarter of an
hour later a taxlcab deposited him nt
tho entrance to tho professor's house.
He walked swiftly up the drive nnd
turned toward the garage, hoping every
moment to see something of Ienorn.
The door of the place stood open. He
entered nnd walked It was
empty. There was no sign of cither
Craig or Lenora'

Quest, recovered from hin first dis-
appointment, stole carefully out and
mado a minute examination ofi the
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Place. Close corner from which
Lenora had sent her wireless message of my troubles To tell ou tne truth.' I'rofessoi ' Quest concluded It Is othim. he st.ioped and picked up a of myself 1 am thinking at all just now.andkerchlef, which from the maikingj, H i.enoia"
tt

he recoenlzed at once. A few feet away
the crave) was disturbed as though
bv the tiatuplliig of several feet. He set
his teeth For a single moment his own
dangei was Ioi gotten A feeling w hit Ii
he utlei o luiiid lo lecognizc robbed
him of Iim indomitable neive He real-
ized with vivid l.i.t scaicely displeas
ing polein y a weakness In the minor of
his complete self-contr-

a v vi l' iiiivj null i i. lie inn- -
tcred ' c ralg can go to h 1' '

He turned away and approai lied the
house. The front door stood open and
he made his way at once to the libraiy.
The professoi. who was sitting at his
desk sunounded by a pile ol books
and papers, addressed him, as he cnlet-e- d.

wi.hout looking up.
"Where on earth have you been,

Cralg''' he inquired petulantly "I
have rung for jou six limes. Have I

not told you never lo leave the place
without orders" '

"It Is not Craig, ' Quest replied quiet-
ly. "It Is 1. professoi Sanfoid Quest.

The urotessor swung round in his
chnir and eyed his vislioi in blank as-
tonishment.

'Quest-'- ' he exclaimed. "God bless
mv soul' Have they let you out

then0"
' 1 came out," Quest replied grimly

"Sit light nnd listen to me for a mo-
ment, will ou ' '

' You came oiif" the professor repeat-
ed, looking u little dazed. "You mean
that you escaped?'

Quest nodded.
"Perhaps I made a mistake," he ad-

mitted. but here I am. Now listen.
piofessor. fc know this pill be painful
to you, nut give mc nest attention
for a few minutes These young wom-
en assistants of mine hnve formed a
theory of their own about the murtlei
in tin flat and the robbery of the
jewels Hold on lo your cnali. piofes-so- i

They believe that the guilty per-
son wits Crnlg "

The pi ofessoi s face was almost pitiful
In Its blank amazement His mouth wns
wide open like a child's, vvoids seemed
absolutely denied to him

"That s theft theory, Quest went on
"They may be light oi they may he
w long Lenorn. nt any rate, has col-

lected some shreds of evidenc. . They
hatched a scheme between them, clever
enough in its way Thev locked Craig
up In your gaiage and got me out of
the Tombs In Lauras clothes. I have
come sttalght un to find our gat age
open and Lenora missing.

The professor io.se to )i'3 feet, ob-
viously .i tremendous effort to adjust
his ideas.

Cialg locked up in mv garage"" lie
murmeied "Cralg guilt j of those mur-dero- 7

by, my deal Mr Quest, a moie
harmWss. a IBore inoffensive, peace-lovi- n

and devoted setvant than John
Cialg nevei tiod this eaith'"

"Maybe. ' Quest rplled, ' but come out
here, Mr Ashleigh '

The piofessor followed his companion
out to the garage Quest showed him the
open door and the maiks of footsteps
aiound where he had picked up the
handkei chief

"Now.' hi said, "what has become nt
your man Crnlg. anil what has become
of my assistant, Lenota''

"Perhaps we had belter search the
house," the piofessor suggested "Cialg"
My dear Mr Quest, you little know"

"Whoie Is he, then'' Quest Intel
rupted

The professoi could do nothing hut
look around him a little vaguely To-
gether '.hey went back to 'he lnu.e
and seart'hid It without rtsull Thei
thev , etui nod once tump lo the ganij-- i

f am going hack. ' Quest unnnwiicd
Mv oiiH ilmnce is the wlitbss I'

i .Hive or .11 ii'icpv nh- - vv II

il.enont with me
I cum- - too' t i rifes or

aiked timidly This matter has uput

me thoroughly, I cannot stay hero
without Cralg."

"Come, by all means," Quest assent-
ed. 'I will dtlve jou down in your
car. If you like "

The piofessor hurried away to get
his coat and hat, and a few minutes
later they started off In Broadway
they left the car at a garage and jnada
their way up a back street which en
abled them to enter the bouse at the
side entrance. They passed upstairs
Into the sitting-roo- Quest fetched tho
pocket wirolosB and laid It down on tho
table. Tho piofeBsor examined it with
interest.

"You aro marvelous, my friend," hi
doclated "With all these resources of
science at your command it seems In-

credible that you should bo In the posi-
tion jou ate."

Quest nodded coollj'
'I'll get out of that' all right," lis

asseited confidently "The only troublo
Is that whl.e 1 am dodging about llk
this I cannot devote myself ptoperly
to tho task of running down this fiend
of the Hands. Just one moment, pro-
fessor, while I send off a message, ' ha
continued, opening the little instru-
ment "Where are jou. Lenora"' ho
signaled "Send me word and I will
fetch you 1 am In my own house for
the present. Let mo know that jou aro
safe "

The professor leaned back, smoking,
one of Quest's excellent cigars He was
beginning to show signs of the liveliest
interest

"Quest," he said, "I wish I could in-
duce ynu to dismiss tho extraordinary
supposition of jours concerning my
servant Cralg. The man has been with
ni" for the best part of twenty yeais
He, saved my life In South America,
,ue' have traveled In all uarts of tho
vveirld Ho has proved hlmrelf to bo
exemplary, a faithful and devoted serv-
ant. I thought it absurd, Mr. Quest,
when 'you wire sinpeoted of these
ctimes I should think It even morn
ridiculous to associate Cralg with them
in any way "

'Then ncrhans vou will tell me
Quest suggested, "where he is now,
nnd why lie has gone away " That clot
not look like complete Innocence, doesit"

Tho professor sighed.
' Appoai antes ate nothing, ' ho de-

clared 't raig i a man of highly nerv-
ous susceptibilities The eiy idea of
bomg susjifi tod of anything so teniblo
would be enough to drive him almost
out of hl9mind I am convinced thatwe 'shall find him at home presently,
with somo teasonablc explanation of hia
absoin e

Quest paced the room for a few mo-
ments, moodilv Thete was a certain
amount of icason in the professoi 3
point of view.

"Anyway I tannot stay here much
Ioi ger. unless I mean to go back to th-
Tombs," he declmt'd.

"Surely. ' the professor suggested,
"vour innocence will very soon le es-
tablished"'

'There Is ono thing which will hap-
pen, without a doubt." Quest replied.
"Mv auto and the chauffeur will ho
dlscoveied I have insisted upon In-

quiries being sent out throughout tho
State of Connectit tit Thev tell me. too,
that the police are bard on the scent of
Red Gallagher and the other man I'n- -

i les thev g,t wind of this antl sell mo
pui;oseiv, jjieir nrtest win ne tne emi

The piofesFor nodded sv mpath"tit allf
Ihe young latlv who shut raig up In

the garace. you mean" A plucky young
woman she must.be '

"She has a great manv other good
qualities besides c out age, ' Quest de-

clared. "Women have not counted for
mi.ch with in?, professoi. up till now.
nnv more than thev have done. I should
, vou. but I tell vou franklv.rVn'o.V has huit a hair nf that girl 3
head I will have their lives whatever
the pcnaln may be' It Is for her sake

to llnd her that 1 broke out of pri'oii
antl thnt I am trvlng to keep fiee. The
wisest th'ng to do from my own point
of view, would be to give myself up I
isn't bring mvself to do that without
knowing what has become of her"

Tho professor nodded again.
"A charming and well-bie- d vouiY

woman she seems." he ndmttted "I
fear that I should onlv be a bungler in
vour profession, Mr Quest, but if thero
is anything I can tin to help jou to tlis-- t

t.v er her whereabouts, vou can depend
upon me Peisonallv, T am convinced
that Cralg will return Intie ith some
plausible explanation as In what hns
happened In that case he will doubt-
less bring news of the young Indv '

Quest, foi the third oi fourth time,
moved cautiously toward the window
His evnresslon suddenlv changed "lbs
glanced downward, frowning sllchtlv
An alert light flashed Into Ms eves

"They're nffr me'' he exe'n'med
'lt still professor "

The fitory of THE BLACK BOX
will he continued in the Home
Edition of The Times tomorrow.
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